





Gospel? 








“‘WE LOVE HIM, BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US.” 





PUBLISHED BY SIMON BURTON.——THOMAS GROSS, EDITOR. 





VOL. iL] 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, JUNE 18, 1824. 


[NO. 23. | 








Forming Characters for Eternity. 

We notice this expression (forming char- 
acters for eternity) in the prayers and prea- 
ching of all the orthodox clergy and of the 
members of the churches under their care. 
It is a near neighbor, in its signification, 
to probation, or that man is ina state of 
robation in this life; orthat his future, 
endless life depends upon his being good 
and doing good while in the body; and 
that his future, endless misery depends on 
his doing evil. I would ask, is not this es- 
tablishing the law and making the gospel 
void ? Paul says, (Gal. v. 4.) Whosoever 
of you are justified by the Law, ye are fal- 
len from grace. The law gives life only on 
condition of perfect obedience ; that man, 
whose character is perfectly sinless and 
positively and perfectly holy is entitled, by 
law, to eternal life. Now ifsuch a charac- 
ter was never found in man; ii all have sin- 
ned and come short of what the law requir- 
eth; if in the flesh of the best of men, 
whether patriarchs, prophets or apostles, 
there never dwelt any good thing; how can 
men of the orthodox fait Yyciena that they 
are forming characters in the body for eter- 
nal lifein heaven ? Ifther: is nota just 
man on earth, that doeth good and sinneth 
not ; what presumption, wlat madness is 
it to pretend, that we, in life, form charac- 
ters for future bliss ? We lay down this as 
the truth inthis business, viz that eternal 
life in glory was never given to any man 
because he was entitled to ii by a good 
character ; but this life of glory was given 
from eternity to all sinful ungodly men as 
an act of grace, and then grace (not their 

good character) qualifies them to enjoy it. 
The above proposition equally militates 
against the orthodox notion of a state of 
probation ; or that men are probationers in 
this life. When we can reconcile a state of 
grace with that of works, and the plan of 
mercy foa creature with merit i a crea- 
ture; then we may talk of approbation 
shewn to man as the ground ofhis salvation. 
I am sensible that nothing is more natural 


ing their hope of eternal life deviate, entire- 
ly, from every principle of the gospel, and 
the sentiment would frustrate the grace of 
God. The Apostle says, Gal.ii.21. Ido 
not frustrate the grace of God ; for if right- 
eousness i.e. justification, come by the law, 
then Christ is dead in vain. 

Hence no man was ever saved because 
he was good and deserved salvation ; but 
all are saved from sin and misery because 
God is merciful. His tender mercies are 
over all his works.—Eprror. 

Ephesians i. 12. That we should be to 
the praise of his glory, who first trusted in 
Christ. 

Some have expressed a doubt, who those 
were, who first trusted in Christ. Paul, 
from the 1st to the 12th verse, speaks of 
himself and the other Apostles. ‘Transpo- 
sing the words will make it familiar, who 
are meant by those, who first trusted in 
Christ ; that we (Apostles) whio first trust 
ed in Christ, should be to the praise of his 
glory. 

‘he disciples, who weve called apostles, 
were first called to be acquainted with 
Christ; that acquaintance excited their 
trust and confidence in Christ, and laid the 
foundation for their being to the praise of 
God’s glory, by spreading the news of his 
salvation throughout the world, and thus 
pulling down the Jewish rites, the Pagan 
idolatry, and establishing the cbristian 
church on their ruins. ‘The revelation of 
God’s giace by Jesus Christ, promulgated 


by the Apostles, is that, which will eventu- 
ally diffuse itself among all nations; like” 
the leaven in three measures of meal, till 
the whole is leavened; or like the stone 
cut out of the muuntains, which became a 
great mountain and filled the whole earth. 


Ep:Tor. 


— 


_—_—— 


Rev. ii. 28. And I will give him the 


morning star. 


1. Who is meant by the morning star. 
2. How is it given to any person, 





for all men, than to desire an. toexpectsal- 
vation on the footing of their own good per- 
formances ; but all, who build on this foot- 
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3. Why is it to be given in this case, or 


in any other similar case ? 


1. Who is meant by the morning star.ce 
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It is Christ, as you may see from Rev. xxii. 
16. {am the root and the offspring of Da- 
vid, and the bright and morning star. 

2. it is given, by being manifested as the 
help and salvation, the consolation and 
comivrt, of afilicted creatures. It is the 
clear manifestation of Christ to a person, 
in all the blessings of his grace; in which 
an evidence is given that he is our wisdom, 
rigliteousness, sanctification and redemp- 
tion; that is meant by his being given to 
us. Si 

The expression given, applies to Christ 
the morning star, in two senses: first, as 
sent into the world, or given to it as our 
Redeemer ; this was cone when he came 
in the flesh. God gave his Son; he sent 
his Son into the world. 

The second is the manifestation of his 
grace since he has ascended on high; in 
the communications of his love and mercy, 
and as the chiefest among ten thousand and 
altogether lovely. 

Now, when it is said, I will give him the 
morning star, it is to be understood in this 
last sense. 

g. Why is such a manifestation to be 
made or given in this or any other similar 
caser Ans. It is to those only, who over- 
come the temptations of the world, and are 
engaged to live to the praise of God. Thus, 
though God, in the first sense, has given his 
Son for the salvation of the whole world ; 
yet the consolation and felicity of this, no 
creature can enjoy till he, by love, is exci- 
ted to keep the commandments of God. 

Great peace God gives to them that love 
his law ; they are assured that they are in- 
terested in his favor; that Christ loved 
them and gave himself for them ; that his 
grace and mercy are exerted in their be- 
half; in short, they find that God in 
the second sense, has given them the 
morning star, i. e. Christ, in the spiritual 
enjoyment of his love. Thus, our obedi- 
ence and conformity to God, are inseper- 

able 
and we: but the gift of Christ, as our Re- 
deemer and Saviour, flowed wholly from 
God, without any consideration in us only 
our guilt and woe. Epironr. 





From the Gospel Herald. 
(Concluded from page 174.) 

Why do all parts of the Scriptures so 
forcibly enjoin piety towards God, and be- 
nevolence towards men; and why do all 

arts of the New Testament so much insist 


on “ repentance towards God, and faith | 


in the Lord Jesus Christ,” and so strongly 


from the manifestations of his grace | 


o 


represent the awtul consequences of “ neg. 
lecting so great salvation,” if this great sal. 
vation is, nevertlicless, the gift of God to 
every man, without such preparations jf 
they are allowed to be conditions ? 

Again—What was the flame in which 
the rich man was tormented, if there is no 
future punishment ? 

It is perhaps unnecessary to multiply in. 
stances, but tv me it appears that the New 
‘Testament, taken as a whole, is a Message 
trom God to man :—Points out to hima 
way of salvation through the atonement of 
Christ, or through the practice of those du. 
ties which he enjotus 3; that man as a Sree 
agent may, nevertheless, embrace or not 
embrace this profiered mercy, and thus dee 
prive himself of the benefits held cutto hin, 
Should you, however, Mr. Editor, or any 
of your correspondents, tuke up the subjects 
of the above interrogatories, I shail wish to 
avail myself of the earliest opportunity of 
renouncing any opinion I may hold, and of 
adopting one in its stead more consonant 
tothe word of God. I solemnly provest, 
that the above inquiries are not made by a 
prejudiced bigot, but by one open to cons 
viction, and who will readily relinguish an 
untenable position though a favorite one. 

CANDiDUs. 


REMARKS. 

We reply to Candidus’ queries as fole 
lows—The reason “ why all parts of the 
Scriptures so feyetbly enjoin picty towards 
God, and benevolence toward man,” is, be- 
cause this course is indispensable to man’s 
happiness. ‘The reason “ why all parts of 
the New Testament so much insist on re- 
pentance toward God, and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Chirist,? is, because the course pur- 
sued by man perpetuates his misery. He 
is, therefore, advised to repent—to turn 
from his unhappy path, and believing God, 
to rejoice in his salvation. The reason 
“ why the awful consequences of neglecting 
|so great salvation, are so much insisted 
on,”’ is, because the consequences are awlu!! 
Many who neglect the “ great salvation” of 
God, and substitute the little salvation of 
men, are in awful circumstances. Witness 
the distracted, religious maniac—resorting 
to self-destruction, not to obtain peace, but 
to flee, if possible, from the awful salvation 
invented by man! ‘These. to say nothing 
of thegmillions who are partially insane,and 
religiously miserable, are evidences of the 
“awtul cons: suences oi neglecting this great 
salvation.” 





| Candidus lays much stress upon this 
great salvation being the gift of God. And 




















asks, Why all this, &c. “if this great salva- 
tion is, nevertheless, the gilt of God to ev- 
ery man, without such preparation, if they 
are not allowed to be conditions?” Ans. 
Supposing salvation was for safe—then it 
would be conditional. Now would not you 
insist upon the propriety and expediency of 
a man’s accepting an invaluable inheritance 
asa gilt, freely offered, over that of sale, 
wher he was unable to advance the pur- 
chase money? If you pay the value ot the 
article sold, the seller confers no favor.— 
Let this matter be viewed in a proper light. 
God is the owner of all things. There i 
not a condition which can be named, on the 
part of man, but man is altogether depend- 
ent on God for the means of complying 
with the condition. Consider the following 
simile. Candidus has a son, who is blind 
and lame. He offers his impotent son pro- 
visions for a day, on condition of going a 
mile, and returning, at a stated time. Can- 
didus knowing his son cannot go, carries 
him, and then furnishes him with provis- 
ion. It may be asked, Is man so situated ? 
We answer, Yes! Why, then, are the 
thiags required, if he is unable to perform 
them? We answer, The simile is not all 
told. Candidus’ son required the exercise 
of his journey of the mile, to produce an 
appetite. Maukind, mentally, have no rel- 
ish tor the great salvation. ‘They cannot, 
of themselves, acquire this desire, any more 
than Candidus’ blind and lame son could 
travel, without assistance, the mile requir- 
ed. “They will never desire, nor see, this 
great salvation, unless their eyes are open- 
ed. Obvening the blind eyes, and carrying 
the lame and blind son, are the “ prepara- 
tions” Candidus speaks of. Now, we shall 
not only concede, but insist on it, too, that 
the preparations are necessary, (in this 
mode of existence, in any other we have no 
authority on which to predicate any thing 
farther than is revealed,) and that no man. 
can receive a gilt so long as he is so blind 
and ignorant that he knows nothing about 
it. Consider the following simile. A’ man 
dies,after bequeathing ten farms, well stock- 
ed, to his ten children. The children are 
ignorant of the will or disposition of their 
father toward them. They hear imperfect 
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ness is pointed out; but they, ignorant of 
the father’s disposition and will toward 
them, say, 1 do not believe it. “ There 
must be something for us to do.” There 
are conditions fur us to perform. And 
their kind neighbors step in, and say, Yes, 
we have seen the will, and although the 
will says the farm belongs to all of you, 
we know that the word add means a part.— 
The tarms belong to a part of you, who, 
we donot know. They are likewise told, 
There are conditions tor you to perform, 
and unless you comply with them, you will 
never have the farms. ‘The brothers disa- 
gree. One says, My father would never 
make a will se horrid as that will must be, 
which makes all fare alike well. Another 
declares, The weltare and riches of the 
whole, depend on the poverty and wretch- 
edness of a part. A third declares, If all 
my brethren are to share alike, I will have 
nothing! I had rather starve than all 
should be fed. If I cannot have a farm 
without my brethren are provided for, 1 do 
not want one, Some of them make invidi- 
ous comparisons. A part are declared to 
be unworthy. And that it would be the 
height of iniquity, to put them upon a level 
with their brethren, who, in their estimation, 
were not half so deserving as themselves, 
‘This is the state of man. Look around you, 
and see, every day, the “ great salvation” 
slighted, for no other reason except those 
mentioned in the simile. What abomina- 
ble selfishness! What awful consequen- 
ces result from neglecting this great salva. 
tion ! 

You will please to remember, neglecting 
this salvation, and obtaining this salvation, 
are two things. There is no lack of dispo- 
tion on the part of God to communicate 
knowledge of the truth to man. But man 
is so hostile to his neighbor, that he does 
not desire this “ great salvation,’ which is 
for all; but a little salvation for a part !— 
A man may not neglect this great salvation, 
but, unless God bestows knowledge,( which 
communicates life,) the man can never re- 
ceive it. We believe firmly, that no man 
ever existed who was in sincerity willing 
that all men should be saved, and sincerely 
desired their salvation, and remained ina 





accounts of the farms, avd would like to 


state of preparation” without having the 


receive them, on condition of paying for! knowledge of God’s unchangeable purpose 


them a sum which they cannot possibly | 
raise. They are suffering all the evils of 
poverty. They are told, The farms are 
yours, “without money, and without price.” 
The consequence of neglecting this great 
Salyation from this poverty and wretched-| 








to save all communicated to him, and peace 
flowing like a river as a consequence. 
When Paul went flaming with rage to 
Damascus, he did not neglect the little sal- 
vation! The little salvation was all his 
concern. The great salvation he hated,» 
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But God was pleased to open his eyes to 
the truth, and to seal him for a chosen ves- 
sel to carry the gospel to the Gentiles. This 
was, deed, an extraordinary case. We 
therefore see that the preparation which 
produces repentance, or a turning from the 
jittle salvation, which is of man, to the 
great salvation, which is of God, cometh 
from God. Therefore, we read, of Christ, 
* Tiim hath God exalted to be a Prince and 
a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, 
and remission of sins.” When the repent- 
ance is given, or, a disposition to prefer the 
happiness of the whole, which is God’s 
purpose, to the happiness of a part, which 
is man’s purpose, it is accompanied with 
faith in the promises ; with belief in the 
Scriptures, which declare, that “ God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
selfnot imputing their trespasses unto them.” 
Consequently, he believes his sins are re- 
mitted, or “blotted ovt as a cloud.” It is 
merciful in God to make mankind learn, by 
experience, the awful consequences of an 
unforgiving and unmerciful spirit. So long, 
therefore, as he permits them, unrestrained, 
to neglect this great salvation, and prefer 
the little salvation of men, so long they will 
remain enemies to God and one another.— 
Solong they will despise their brethren, and 
neither repent nor receive remission of their 
S1ns. 

To Candidus, we say, The command 
has gone forth—* Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself.” For “ love is the fulfilling 
of the law.” Love is the preparation. — 
Love is the condition, if you want a condi- 
tion; for without it no man can never be 
saved. 

Qnere. How much does a man love his 
neighbor, when he cunsigns him to endless 
misery ? 

Candidus again interrogates—“* What 
was the flame in which the rich-man was 
tormented, if there is no future punishment?’ 
We deciare, once for all, that we believe 
there is future punishment. We believe 
all time posterior to the present moment, to 
be future. ‘The convicts in the State Pris- 

n suffer future punishment. The punish- 
ment is posterior to their crimes. ‘To-mor- 
row is future! "The third day it will be 
past! Mankind grumble and growl ata 
sed rate when they endure present suffer- 
ing themselves. But for their neighbors, 
nothing short of future endless fire and 
brimstone will answer! But, talk of hap- 

iness—the tables are turned in a moment. 

’e pions folks want to be happy for ever. 
We deserve it’! But our wicked neigh- 


oon _ 


bors, tliey enjoy more comfort in this world 
than belongs to them. They shail be dam. 
ned, or we shal! be terribly disappointed. 
This is the current religious coin of the 
present day. Candidus, by turning to James 
iii. 6, will find an account of the flame 
which burns with Aeli-fire. Namely—“The 
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity; so js 
the tongue among our members, that it de- 
fileth the whole body, and setteth on fire 
the whole course of nature, and it is set on 
fire of hell.” 

We conclude, by tendering our thanks to 
Candidus for his unprejuciced and candid 
inquiry, and recommend to |iis serious cons 
sideration the deelaration—“ Humble your- 
selves in the sight of the Lord, and he shell 
lift you up.” Jam. iy. 10. 

Note—F REE AGENT isa phrase not found. 
in the Scriptures ! 

AN EXTRACT. 

Under the cover of Religion, men, per. 
haps more frequently indulge the bitterness 
of passion without compunction, than in a- 
ny other situation. ‘The wretch, who wan- 
tonly, and without some “ salvo to his con- 
science,” attacks private character, feels 
self-condemned. But the sour, sanctimoni- 
ous, grace hardened bigot, embarks all his 
pride, gratifies all his revenge, and empties 
his corroded bosom of its gall, and having 
done so, smooths over the distorted coun- 
tenance, on which sits the smile of Judas, 
and half believes, that he has done God sere 
vice. 

The proud, ambitious, arrogant clergy- 
man, takes his stand in the church with the 
same views, that the proud, arrogant and 
ambitious statesman takes his in the world. 
Is self-agerandizement the motive of the 
latter ? so it is of the former ;—And this is 
to be sought in pursuits and studies, which 
ought above all others to sweeten the tem- 
per, and humbie the pride of man. The 
arch casuist soon, indeed, acquires a zeal 
for religion, but it is cruel ; he learns to con- 
tend for the faith, but he contends with ac- 
rimony ; even the Cross, the sacred sym- 
bol of the Saviour’s sufferings, is borne a- 
bout with him as an ostentatious emblem of 
his own humility. His own creed is the 
standard of doctrine, his own church the 
exclusive asylum of faith. He fancies that 
he possesses, solus in solo, all the ortho- 
doxy, all the erudition, all the taste of the 
kingdom. If any one dares pass the boun- 
daries he has fixed, or to adopt a mode of 
expression he has not authorized, he brands 








him with the appellation of heretic, and im 
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stantly hurls at his devoted head a thunder- 
bolt. If an individual stands in his way, 
and particularly if that individual possesses 
an influence which he envies, he marks 
him as his victim. ‘The sacrifice, however 
must be orthodoxly performed and attend- 
ed with all the external forms of sanctity. 
‘lo prepare the way for this, disingenuous 
insinuations ere thrown out against the ha- 
ted object. His sentiments are misstated, 
his language is perverted, and his perform- 
ances are dissected and combined anew,and 
held up in opposition to sound doctrine ; in 
order to awaken jealousies, to weaken the 
confidence and steal away the affection of 
his christian friends. In the mean time, 
and the more effectually to conceal the ul- 
timate design, the sacred names of friend- 
ship, of sincerity, of candor, are flung a- 
round the devoted individual ; profession 
swells on profession ; a sense of duty, a 
love of truth, aud even thy glory, God of 
mercy! is declared by the insatiate execu- 
tioner to govern him whilst he feels at the 
moment, the malice of hell rankling in his 
bosum, and dips his pen in the venom of 
the damned ! The assault is indeed con- 
ducted under the banner of Jesus Christ; 
but it is immaterial whether it be the banner 
of Jesus Christ or Mahomet, A proud, 
haughty, persecuting spiyit, wherever or in 
whosoever found, will transform the mild 
accents of heavenly grace to execrations ; 
and steep as soon the Evangelist as the Al- 
¢oran in blood. 


THE RESURRECTION. 

A solemn silence reigns. The guards,in 
steady watch, stand around the tomb of Je- 
sus. The universe, hung in sable curtains, 
seems to mourn! Creation is shrouded in 
all the gloominess of dreary night ! At the 
door of the sepulchre, the ponderous stone 
shuts up the entrance to that hallowed spot. 
All heaven stands on tiptoe—the angels, 
bending over their golden harps, wait with 
anxious expectation, when the tomb, burst- 
ing the rocky cavern, shall yield its cap- 
tive ; and Jesus, being ushered in through 
the glittering portals of heaven, shall take 
his seat above. 

The scene arrives—the earth seems to 
groan ; mountains, rocks, and hills, all tot- 
tering, seem to stand on the verge of disso- 
lution !—But lo—Jesus the dead comes 
forth crowned with glory. Triumphant o- 
ver sin and death, he lives! He lives, the 
conqueror of the tomb, and Saviour 
of a dying world! Now we can antici- 
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death, sinceimmortality blooms afresh up- 
on the Son of God. 

Ye ransomed millions, shout aloud for 
jey. Let gratitude glow in every breast. 
Shout, ye favored mortals, with raised 
hands and uplifted voices in extatic pans 
to the praise of your Redeemer. Let all 
the earth conspire to sing his glory, while 
angels’ notes shall swell the ceaseless song. 
Eternal life, the best gift of heaven, is given 
to a dying world, in Christ the Son of God, 
who, through his death and resurrection, 
hath brought life and immortality to light. 

We sincerely believe, however long ** su- 
perstition may brood over al] her fears,” 
that pure religion, the religion of Universal 
Love, and God’s impartiality to the crea- 
tures he has made, wiil finally prevail. 

“ Should the forms of servile custom 
cramp her generous powers ; should sordid 
policies, the barbarous growth ot ignorance 
and rapine, bow down to tame pursuits, to 
indolence and fear—lo ! she’d appeal to 
nature ; to the winds and rolling waves, the 
sun’s unwearied course, the eiemenis and 
seasons ;—all declare for what the eternal 
Maker has ordainea the powers-of man !— 
We feel within ourselves his divi.e energy} 
He tells the heart he made, he made it to 
behold and love what He beholds and loves. 
The general orb of lite and being ; to be 
great like him, beneficent and active "r 








From the Gospel Herald. 
THE MORALIST, NO. IV. 

“* My son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not.”—SoLoMon. . 

The experience as well as the wisdom of 
the wise man, taught him the truth of the 
above expression. Surreunded with count- 
less temptations, he was too often enticed 
by the winning voice of the sinful; the 
cheatings of vice, the enchantments of pride, 
too often led our author into the snares of 
sin. By indulging himself in thé gratifica- 
tions of his carnal appetites, he was many 
times wrung with deep agony, He knew 
human nature: he could scan every faculty 
and examine with scrutiny every disposition 
of the human heart. He knew the frailty 
of the human character: he knew its weak- 
ness. He knew too, the cunning, the ine 
trigue, and the various modes which the 
notoriously wicked would use to induce the 
virtuous to leave their accustomed habits, 
and adopt customs that would create them 
sorrow. He was therefore the more care- 
ful of giving admonition and instruction. 

The language of the great king is truly 
feeling. He addresses himself in a mary 
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ner peculiarly calculated to interest. It is, 
reader, addressed to you, and me; we are 
called sons of God. “ Myson, if sinners 
entice thee, consent thou not.” One ob- 
ject should ever govern us in our associa- 
tions with the openly profane. We should 
ever have their good in view—we should 
use every persuasive argument in our pow 


er to induce them to forsake the path of 
vice. We should expose the deformity of 


sin. We should show the sinner the fatal 
Consequences attendant on a_ course of 
iniquity. We should also expatiate upon 
the beauties of virtue. We should show 
the attractive charms it possesses, and the 
many hunors it will confer on its votaries.— 
It will not, I hope, be inferred from the a- 
bove, that the writer of this is not a sinner ; 
no! God forbid that any thing so false 
should ever drop from my lips or pen.— 
But he begs the privilege of saying to the 
reader, that he wishes as much as possible 
to guard against aud avoid every tempta- 
tion. 

Reader, “ If sinners entice, consent thou 
not.” If you are solicited to pay your vows 
at the shrine of Bacchus, remember, that 
your reputation, your peace of mind is at 
stake. For heaven’s sake, for your own 
sake forthe sake of society, frown with se- 
vere indignation upon such solicitations.— 
See the desolations which the intoxicating 
cup has made in society. Do you not rec- 
oliect the time when some virtuous and be- 
loved youth looked with horror upon the 
inroads of the devouring monster? Do you 
not recollect the the time when his cheeks 
flushed with health and beauty; when a 
smile sat upon his countenance and bespoke 
a generous and ingenuous heart ; when af- 
fection appeared to course through every 
region of his mind ; when he had a_repu- 
tation dearer than life? But now, how 
changed ! pale, emaciated, downcast and 
dejected : forsaken by friends, despised by 
the honorable, and rejected by all, the grave 
opens tq receive him. His character is gone. 
His name does not grace the annals of 
fame, nor the pages of history. “ If sin- 
ners entice thee consent thou not.” ~—_L. 





From the French of Massillon. 
THE WORLD. 

What is the world even to those who love 
it, who are intoxicated with its pleasures, 
and who cannot live without it? The world! 
it isa perpetual servitude, where no one 
lives for himself alone, and where, if we 
strive to be happy, we must kiss its fetters 
end love its bondage. The world! it is a 


idaily revolution of events, which create in 
‘succession, in the minds of its partizans 
the most violent passions, bitter hatreds, 
jodious perplexities, devouring jealousies, 
‘and grevious chagrins. The world ! itis 
place of malediction, where pleasures them. 
\selves carry with them their troubles and 
‘afflictions. In the world there is nothing 
ilasting—nor fortunes the most affluent—nor 
friendships the most sincere—nor charac. 
‘ters the most exalted—nor favors the most 
eviable. Men pass their lives in agitations, 
projects, and schemes ; always ready to de. 
ceive, or trying to avoid deception 5 always 
eager and active to profit by the retirement, 
disgrace, or deatli of their competitors 3 ale 
ways occupied with their fears or hopes; 
always discontented with the present, and 
anxious about the future, never tranquil, do- 
ing every thing for repose, and removing 
still farther from it. 

Vanity, ambition, vengeance, luxury, ave 
arice—these are the virtues which the world 
knows and esteems. In the world, integ- 
rity passes for simplicity ; duplicity and 
dissimulation are meritorious. luaterest, the 
most vile, arms brother against brother, 
'friend against friend—and breaks all the 

ties of bleod and friendship ; and it is this 

i base motive which produce our hatreds and 
attachments! The wants and misfortunes 
of a neighbor, find only indifierence and in- 
sensibility, when we can neglect him with- 
out loss. or cannot be recompensed for cur 
assistance. 

If we could look into two different parts 
of the world—if we could enter into the se- 
cret detail of anxieties and inquietudes—if 
{we could pierce the outward appearance, 
which offers to our éyes only joy, pleasure, 
pomp, and magnificence; how diflerent 
should we find it from what it appears !— 
We should see it destitute of happiness— 
the father at variance with his child—the 
husband with his wife ; and the antipathies, 
the jealousies, the murmurs, and the eternal 
dissention of families. We should see friend- 
ships broken by suspicions, by interests, 
by caprices; unions, the most endearing, 
dissolved by inconsistency ; relations the 
most tender, destroyed by hatred and _per- 
fidy ; fortunes the most affluent, producing 
more vexation than happiness 3 places the 
most honorable, not giving satisfaction, but 
creating desires for higher advancement 5 
each one complaining of his lot, and the 
most elevated not most happy. 








Better is a dinner of herbs with love.thag 
a stalled ox and hatred therewith, 
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~ Prom the Christian Intelligencer. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A certain methodist preacher, declaim- 
ing before an audience one evening, where 
he knew there were a number of Universa- 
lists present, was very positive in asserting 
that ** Universalism led to all manner of in- 
iquity.” He stated that for above fifteen 
years he had been a zealous Universalist, 
&c. As is usual with that class of people, 
after he had concluded his harangue, he 
gave liberty for others to speak ; when a 
venerable, well instructed Universalist a- 
rose, and addressing the speaker, inquired, 
ifhe spoke from experience when he said 
Universalism led to ali manner of iniquity? 
Didit lead youto commit all manner of 
crimes? If it did, how came you in the 
pulpit and notin the state’s prison r Why, 
said the preacher, something disconcerted, 
it is true J was no worse than the generali- 
ty of men, but the reason of it was, that 
while L contended for the truth of that sys- 
tem, I did not really believe it. 1 knew 
then as well as I now do that it was alla 
lie. And yet, says the old man, you stated 
that for fifteen years you had been a Uni- 
versalist ? Out ef thine own mouth will I 
condemn thee. You have proved that you 
ure a liar now, and that you was a hypo- 
crite then. And since you are guilty of such 
i: quity and never believed in Universal- 
ism, it is plain that as far as. doctrines had 


any efleet to lead you to licentiousness, 
‘lethodism, in which you then believed,and 
now preach, and not Universalism, made 


you a hypocrite and a liar. I advise you 
sir, not to preach again, until you have em- 
braced some other system which shall cor- 
rect such iniquity as you doctrine has led 
you into, 

THE CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHER. 

“To him, (the christian philosopher,) 
Christianity at the time of the reformation, 
appeared as some splendid edifice of anti- 
quity, just emerging from the darkness of 
the tomb, where it had lain for centuries 
uninjured, beneath a volcanic mass of igno- 
rance, superstition and wickedness. He re- 
Joices that now at this day, its lofty dome 
is seen from afar, and its stately columns no 
longer groan beneath their superincumbent 
weight ; and to the curious eye its founda- 
tions are again disclosed. Yet, he cannot 
but feel that much remains to be accomplish- 
ed, before its beautiful materials, its harmo- 
hious proportions, and its immeveable base, 
shall stand forth to the light, in all their 
imposing simplicity and grandeur, a stupen- 
dous monuinent of the wisdom and benevo- 








lence of its divine founder—the adoration 
of an adoring world. in contributing his 
exertions to a work’ so glorious, he needs 
no stimulus, he asks no reward, but the ap. 
probation of his conscience and his God.” 


FAITHFUL PREACHING. 

“T have preached righteousness in the 
great congregation ; lo, 1 have not re- 
JSrained my lps, O Lord, thou knowest. 
I nave not lid thy righteousness with- 
inmy heart ; I have declared thy faith- 
fulness and thy salvation: I have not 
concealed thy loving kindness and thy 
truth from thy great congregation.” — 
Psa. xi. 9, 10. 

We recommend the above declaration of 
the prophet to the popular clergymen of the 
present day. We ask them, whether they 
can make the same declaration with the pro- 
phet ? Have you preached righteousness, 
(mercy) to all? Have you not retrained 
your lips? Have you not hid God’s right- 
eousness, (mercy) within your heart? Have 
you declared God’s faithfulness, and his 
salvation? Have you not concealed his do- 
ving kindness and truth, from the great con- 
gregation ? 

We have evidence that the prophet told 
the truth. We wish we could say as much 
of yeu. David declared, of the mercy of 
God, that itendurcth forever. He declar- 
ed the faithfulness of God, that all nations 
whom he hath made shall come and wore 
ship before him. Of his salvation, that all 
the ends of the world shall remember and 
turn unto the Lord. Of his loving kind- 
ness, that it is better than life. Of his truth, 
that the world shall be established that it 
shall not be moved ; for he shall judge the 
people righteously. (See Psa. xcvi.) 


VIRTUE, 
Need Fear compel me to behold 
A beauteous form and neat ? 
Or must the hungry man be told 
Of hell, to make him eat ? 
Talk we of sweetness to the taste,’ 
Or beauty to the eye ? 
Pure Virtue’s flavor is the best, 
Most brilliant too its dye. 


Hast thou, my son, her lovely form 
Seen in a mirror bright ? 

All other beauties treat with scorn, 
But make her thy delight. 

Around thy neck, like chains of gold, 
Her mildest rays shall shine, _ 

And to thy longing heart unfold 
Her treasures all divine. 
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SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY, 


Spirit of Christianity ! 
Humble plant of heavenly birth, 
Faith and holy charity 
Are thy precious fruits on earth. 


Spirit of Christianity ! 


Come and visit earth again, 
Bring, O bring, to dwell with thee 
Peace, and love, and virtue’s reign. 


More than worldly pride or zeal, 
More than fashion’s ways inspire, 
Or the creeds of men reveal, 
More than these, dost thou require. 


More than party names insure, 
More than seeks the praise of men, 
Piety that robs the poor, 

Faith that works for worldly gain: 


Can it be to HATE mankind, 

Even in a Saviour’s name— 

Was Christianity designed 

But to wound our neighbor’s fame ? 


Sly reproach and bickering strife, 
But for mere opinion’s sake ; 
Can they show the ways of life, 
Or of heavenly things partake ? 


Was it thus the shepherd throng 
Heard announc’d the gospel plan, 
Such the enraptur’d angel’s song 

Of peace on earth, good will to man? 


He whose words were life and peace, 
Whom no party name confin’d, 
Mark’d the milder way to bliss, 
Love, his mission to mankind. 


Not a God whose partial hate 
Burning ere creation’s morn, 
Did he reveal—the infant’s fate, 
Eternal woe for being born. 


No—’twas love and mercy shone 

In all he did, and all he taught, 

His doctrine was from God alone, 
From Him the mighty works he wrought. 


But if such my neighbor’s creed, 
Why should I his name destroy ? 
Can I hear wim vainly plead 

For rights I still would fain enjoy ? 
Spirit of Christianity ! 

Hast thou !it the brands of death, 
Nations robb’d of liberty, 

Millions slaughter’d for their faith ? 


Hast thou broke iife’s mortal bands, 


- Bound in chains the human mind, 


Shot with blood-polluted hands 
The gates of Mercy on mankind ? 
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No—those deeds of darkest name, anal 
In the tragic book of Time, 

Thy blest spirit must disclaim, 
Unpolluted with a crime, 


’Tis that fiend of giant reign, 
Bigotry, when arm’d with power, 
Crimes which darker periods stain,’ 
When the faggot could devour. 


Even in this age of light, 

Half subdu’d the monster reigns, 
Foaming, tho’ of bluodless might, 
Roaring “ Heresy !” in chains. 


Conscious of his waiting doom, 

Plain he shows from whence he came, 
In a face of milder gloom 

Seems the Mammoth in the Lamb. 


But as flies the cloud of night, 
As the radiant day draws nigh, 
So before the gospel light 

Must the conquer’d monster fly. 


More enlighten’d, milder too, 

Man with Time advancing seems, 
Grows more candid to review 
Gloomy creeds and monkish dreams. 


In the friendly March of Mind 
Conscience too redeems her claim, 
Mana Brother yet must find, 
Own’d in every sect and name. 


Spirit of Christianity ! 

Let thy rain-bow tokens spread, 
Peace and heaven-born Charity, 
Till from earth the clouds have fled. 


PRECEPTS. 

Make Religion the rule of every principle 
and action. Never do any thing which is 
contrary to its principles, nor espouse any 
cause which it will not justify. 

Let our Saviour’s golden rule be the stan- 
dard to regulate your actions and dealings 
with the world. Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you. 

In all your dealings be strictly honest, 
and never for the sake of gain do an un- 
worthy action. ; 

Never do any thing, of which you are 
not certain it is just and honorable. 

Never use profane or obscene language. 


Consider and treat all mankind as your 
brethren. 
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